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First Presbyterian Church 
73 West Winter Street, Delaware, OH  43015-1934 

 
Phone:  (740) 363-1205               Fax:  (740) 369-1249 
Website:  www.DelFPC.org      E-mail:  delfirstpres@midohio.twcbc.com 
 
 
 
Pastor:  Rev. Deb Patterson          Director of Christian Education:  Brenda Wilson 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Philip L. Ferguson    Administrative Assistant:  Wenda Smith 
Director of Music:  Ruth Rabby    Organist:  Joseph Musser 
Financial Secretary:  Barbara Ross    Corporate Treasurer:  Laura Frum 
Custodian:  Calvin Bice                        SPIRE Editor:   Nadine Butler 

Sarah Marous, Youth Director 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  Weekdays 9:00 am to Noon and 1:00-4:00 pm; 
Closed Wednesday afternoons 

Bulletin Deadline  . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday at Noon 
 

Newsletter Deadline . . . . . . . . . . . 15 h of each month 
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Dear Friends,�
 
 How nice it is to begin the New Year.  A couple of days of sunshine have really 
lifted the spirits of many!  I first want to thank the staff and Rev. Phil Ferguson for 
covering for me during my illness.   Thank you as well for all your kind cards, flowers and 
words of comfort as I made the long trip through this recovery.  Darn if I know what 
caused it.  The doctors are stumped too.  Seems I had an allergic reaction to something.  
Anyway, thanks to Brian’s good love and care, I am almost 100%. 
 
 I thought having the Randalls here to kick off our bicentennial was a gift!  The 
celebration was wonderful.  Thank you to all who have been working hard to plan this and 
all the other events that will mark our 200th year in ministry. 
 
 This year will be an exciting and interesting year.  Not only will we be celebrating, 
but we will also be visioning for the next 200 years. (OK how about the next 5 years.)  The 
officers will be on a retreat led by Rev. Tim Jones on January 23, 2010.  During that 
retreat we will begin identifying our strengths and looking for ways to use those strengths 
to better our life together and our life and ministry with the community and the world. 
 
 This is a pivotal year for us.  We have received a very generous gift from Pauline 
Way and her estate, and we want to be thoughtful and prayerful about how these dollars 
are used to strengthen the ministry of this church.  The hope is that by the end of the year 
we will have definite plans in place.  You may be asked to be involved in this process and 
so I would invite you to say yes and take a part in the future planning of this congregation. 
 
 There are many among us who are facing great challenges.  It is our place as the 
church of Jesus Christ to reach out to our fellow members and neighbors with love and 
support.   God has blessed us all with abundant love.  May we reach out to others and 
share that abundance with everyone we meet. 
 
 God’s blessings be with you and those you hold dear this year and always. 
 

Faithfully, 
���� ����� ����� ����� ������!�"�!�"�!�"�!�"  
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ANNUAL YOUTH MUSICAL,  
  A SWEET PRODUCTION 

  ON VALENTINE’S DAY, Feb. 14 th  
 

��������	�
����
����������
�

������	�����������������������
������
������������������������������

�
���� �����	
� ��� ��
�
� �����	�� 
��� ����� 
���
�	�� �
� 
 ��� �	���
�������� �����
��� �	� ���� ����� ��
���
�� � ���
� ��
���� � ���
��	� ���

��� 

���� ���	�����
� ��
�
� 
�����	�� 
��
� 
��� ��

� � ������
���	���
��
����������������	���	��������
�
��	�
��� 
������
�
������
�
���� �����

��
�� 
������ ���� �	�� 
������ ����� ���
�	
� 
��
�
�������
�� ���
������� ��� � �	� 
��� ���	�	�� 
������� �� �� ���� 
��
�	!����	����������
���
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��������	������������	������������	������������	��������� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���
����
���
����
���
����
���
�������� ���������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �����������
�

��������	�
������
	 �������������	
��
��������	
��
��������	
��
��������	
��
�������� �
       �

����������
	����
��
���
��
��
����
�
���
 
Pastor Deb challenged our young people during the fall Stewardship campaign to 
start bringing their own pledge offerings to worship every week.  The reason is two-
fold:  1) to teach and involve them in pledging and regular giving to the church, and 
2) to support Heifer Project International by collectively raising $500 to purchase a 
cow.  Any amount a child decides to give is welcome; what is more important is 
giving faithfully and regularly.  Watch the pledges “mooooove” toward the goal as 
one section of a cow poster in the Social Room will be colored in for every $50 
raised. 

 
Please be sure your child puts their offering in a pew envelope  before taking it down to the 
Children’s Moment leader each week!   This distinguishes it from the loose offering and ensures it is 
deposited in the Heifer Project account.  Any questions may be directed to either Pastor Deb or Brenda 
Wilson. 

 

 
      … AND THE 2009 MILDRED BOSSERT AWARD GOES TO …  
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for excellence and dedication to the  
Christian Education program at First Presbyterian C hurch! 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

 
 
More than 60 Presbyterian elders, deacons, and other church leaders from the Central Ohio area 
attended the “Partners in Education” event held at FPC on Saturday, January 9.  Many complements 
were heard about the delicious lunch catered by Susan Short.  To all the volunteers who helped this 
event run smoothly in every possible way … 
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On behalf of the entire Ecumenical Youth Council and our Program Director of Ecumenical 
Youth Group (EYG), MK O’Haver, I would like to thank you for First Presbyterian’s 
generous contribution ($500) through your mission fund. 
 
We would also like to acknowledge EYC’s use of your library for our monthly council meetings, and your office 
for photocopying access. 
 
It is with your support that area Ecumenical Youth Group high school students will be able to continue to 
experience the uniqueness and satisfaction that has been the cornerstone of EYG for over three decades 
throughout the greater Delaware community. 
 
Again, we appreciate your generosity, kindness and support. 
 
Sincerely, 

����������	
��


������
President, EYC 
 

 
Pastor Deb and Brian, 
 
We were so appreciative of the carolers who came last Sunday.  The Mussers, Flurys and Stringhams.  Our 
family was all here that day so we were blessed. 
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Rev. Deb Patterson and all the Wonderful Folks at First Presbyterian 
 
On behalf of the family of Jean Smock, I want to pass along our heartfelt appreciation to all of you for all you did 
for Mom, and us, during her health struggles, passing and for the beautiful memorial service and following 
reception.  Your strength as a church family shines through in so many ways.  I know that Mom was very 
thankful, as are we, for your assistance since Dad’s passing with home window washing, Fourth Thursday 
dinner deliveries, rides to church and other events, calls, home visits, nursing home visits and many, many 
cards of caring.  Your compassion was very comforting.  Words cannot adequately express our gratitude.   
 

Thank you very much.  ����
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My thanks to this wonderful church for their prayers, cards and visits during my ever so long recuperation 
period. 
 
I also want to say how much I appreciate being remembered at Christmas with the beautiful poinsettia and the 
delightful caroling. 
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Our Bicentennial celebration has officially begun!  On Sunday, January 10th,  Rev.  Paul H. Randall, 
Pastor Emeritus, and his wife, Margaret, visited us from their home in upstate New York.  The 
Randalls sang with the choir during the service and Paul brought us the message of the day.  They 
met with long-time friends at Willow Brook and at several special gatherings over the weekend.  
The dinner following Sunday’s service was well attended and all were treated to a pleasant social 
time.  Please keep following the plans the Bicentennial Committee has made for events this year. 
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Church copier use is increasing.  Please call before coming in to make your 
copies so I can include you on the daily schedule.  As always, Thursday and 
Friday are reserved for copying of the Sunday bulletins and inserts.   When bulletins and 
newsletters are being run, we will be unable to stop the copier to do unscheduled work. 
�

�
��
������
�
	�����		
����
�

The Fellowship Committee invites you to join us as we host the Not 
So Newlywed Game.    Couples from our church who have been 
married 25+ years will compete on Sunday February 14th after 
Sunday school!  Lunch will be provided and if we are lucky we will 
get to see our host in a blue leisure suit!!  If you have been married 
for 25 years or more and would be interested in participating, please 
contact one of the members of the Fellowship Committee:  Dana 
Thacker, Laura Bowie, Lisa Macri or Emily Hinton. 
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You may provide flowers for our Communion Table.  The floral arrangement 
schedule has been posted by the back entrance.  Please note the base price 
has increased to $30.00 .  You may complete your order form and submit to 
Wenda in the office.  Thank you for your participation. 
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July 4th  Delaware Parade Participant 
 
July 18th  2:00 pm  Ice Cream Social   

 Liberty and Old Stone churches invited 
 

August 8th  11:30 am  Meal @ O.W.U. (following worship) 
Pre-paid registration  

 Members of various years recognized & photographed 
 
September 12th         Clips of member interviews & Unveil the Time Line 
                                          Cookout and Watch the Horse Parade  
 
October 16th         Korean Connection  
 
November 14th  9:45 am worship Veterans’ recognition  
    Veteran Display 
 
November 21st Christmas Parade Participant 
 
December 5th         Advent Workshop  
      Featuring old time crafts 
 
January 2, 2011                   8:30 am Breakfast  

Unveiling of the engraved bricks 
 
 

Most events will also include a Historical Display in the Social Room 
Still looking for more items/pictures…something you could share? 

Contact Steve Shaw shawsdel@aol.com or 369-8528 
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This year the Fourth Thursday Kitchen Ministry teamed up with our neighbors, St. Peter's Episcopal Church to 
provide a Christmas Day meal. Planning started in the summer and definitely was a team effort.  
 
Although it poured rain and there was another dinner provided by a neighboring church that day, it did not stop 
many of the walkers.  Thirty-six diners attended and were served a ham dinner followed by dessert. They 
enjoyed conversation and listened to carols sung by members of the congregation.  Each person/family was 
given a bag of groceries to take home and those that could use it were given a bag of dog food.  Each child was 
given a gift bag.  
 
Dog food, gifts and toiletry items for the grocery bags were generously donated by our congregation; food items 
were purchased by St. Peters, and our Mission Committee and Kitchen Ministry supplied the extra items needed 
to make up the bags.  Eighty-five meals in total were served – 16 of those were delivered to homebound by St. 
Peters. 
  
The Kitchen ministry would like to thank everyone involved. It was a very special day. 
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As of December 31, 2009, year-to-date church revenue was $296,609 with expenses of $278,320 
for a bottom line of $18,288.  Total year-to-date revenue was about $11,000 higher than the budgeted amount 
due primarily to an increase in non-pledges and loose offerings (collected pledges were actually $7,500 less 
than committed amounts).  Actual year-to-date expenses were about $14,000 less than the budgeted amount 
primarily due to less repair and maintenance costs.  The church had budgeted a breakeven bottom line for 
2009, but with the increases in non-pledged income and the reduced expenses, First Presbyterian Church had a 
“first-in-a-long-time” surplus of $18,288.  Due to the surplus, I did not have to take any withdrawals from our 
investment accounts for cash flow purposes during the year. 
 
Our investment accounts finished December 2009 with combined balances of $2,404,645 as compared to 
December 2008 when the investment account was valued at $337,989.  If the new Pauline Way Foundation 
fund of $1,900,000 is excluded, the portfolio’s account balance increased in value by $166,569 to $584,558 
which means the investments have regained 86% of the losses suffered in 2008. 
 
During 2009, the church was reimbursed by members for $2,026 of the per capita expense of $7,601 paid to the 
Presbytery.  This means that only 27% of active members provided the reimbursement.  The 2010 per capita 
expense is $33.31.  Please consider reimbursing the church for this real cost so we can improve our level of 
participation while increasing overall revenue. 
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Feb. 7 Isa. 6:1-8 (9-13); Ps. 138; 1 Cor. 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
Feb. 14 Exod. 34:29-35’ Ps. 99; 2 Cor. 3:12-4:2 
Feb. 21 Deut. 26:1-11; Ps. 91:1-2, 9-16; ROM. 10:8B-13; Luke 4:1-13 
Feb. 28 Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps. 27; Phil.3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35 
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Sara Paullin Casto has been on our prayer list for months during her 
courageous battle with cancer.  She left us on December 31st and is 
survived by her husband, Trevor, children Tristan and Alana; her 
parents, Mike and Kathi Paullin and sister Kate.  We hold Sara in our 
hearts.  Please remember Sara’s extended family in your prayers. 
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A women’s retreat is being planned for February 5-7th, 2010 in Logan, Ohio.   
 
Please plan to attend a brief informational meeting on Sunday, January 31st.  We 
will meet immediately after service in the sanctuary to discuss details of the 
retreat and answer any of your questions! 
 
�
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SCRIP cards will be sold in the Social Room once a month on the following dates: 
  
   
 Sunday, January 31st      
 Sunday, February 21st 
 Sunday, March 14th 
 Sunday, April 18th 
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Please send Ruth a note or a card to remind her that we’ve been thinking of her. 
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Dear FPC family: 
 
    We are still on a high from the "kick-off" 200th anniversary weekend! It was wonderful to renew 
so many acquaintances and see what a vibrant, thriving congregation you have become. We thank 
you for your warm hospitality and everlasting friendship. May God bless all of you in this year of 
remembrances and celebrations.     
                                                                                With warmth and love, 
                                                                                Paul and Margaret Randall 
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Ladies’ Night Out is held the third Tuesday each month.  Please contact Peggy 
Stringham (369-2750) or Jen Beam (368-8369) for details on the next gathering or 
check your Sunday bulletin for further details.  NOTE:  SCRIP gift cards may be 
purchased for many of our area restaurants. 
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The Bicentennial Committee continues sales of commemorative items – beautiful 3D gold 
ornaments and sun catchers depicting the present church building and monthly calendars (11 x 17) 
featuring pictures of FPC through the years.  Each month features a different aspect of our church 
life and activities.  The calendar also contains the planned events for our celebratory year.  Order 
forms will be available in the social room following worship and in the office.�
� �        
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·  Family Promise will hold a spaghetti dinner fund raiser at the church on February 10.  
 

·  The Delaware Gay Straight Christian Alliance will have an evening worship service at 
the church on February 28. 

 

·  Human Resources implemented the Nursery Policy on 1-10-10.  
 

·  The majority of time was spent discussing the proposed 2010 budget and what it 
means to the employees and the congregation.  Session voted to accept the budget 
as presented.  
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·  A new contract will be signed with Family Promise for another year. 
 
·  A representative from the fire department will be in to start helping draw up an 

evacuation plan for the church building. 
 
·  Signed up again with the Scioto Valley Presbyterian Consortium for a lower gas rate. 
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If you have suggestions regarding things you’d like to see included in 
our newsletter, please let me know.  You may contact me at 
spire@midohio.twcbc.com.   Thank you for your interest.  
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·  A sunrise is God’s way of saying lighten up! 
·  Anything scarce is valuable – thank-you is an example. 
·  The city of happiness is in the state of mind. 
·  A smile will go a long way, but you must start it on its journey. 
·  The best thinkers on their feet are called pedestrians. 
·  For most of us a diet is a brief period of starvation followed by 

immediate gain of weight. 
·  It is better to die for something than to live for nothing. 
·  Go to church to worship, not to whisper – to commune, not to criticize. 
·  The child who knows the value of a dollar will usually end up asking for two. 
·  Often, the narrower the mind, the wider the mouth. 
·  The only substitute for brains is silence. 
·  Nobody ever drowned in sweat. 
·  Diets are for people who are thick and tired of it. 
·  It takes an honest man to tell whether he’s tired or just lazy. 
·  When a woman lowers her voice, it’s a sign she wants something.  When she raises it, 

it’s a sign she didn’t get it. 
·  No wonder women live longer than men.  Look how long they are girls. 
·  Smile a while and give your frown a rest. 
·  You wouldn’t worry about what people think of you if you knew how seldom they do. 
·  An executive is one who hires 

others to do what he is hired to 
do. 

·  Talk is cheap because the 
supply has always exceeded 
the demand. 

·  To sin is human; to persist in it 
is idiocy. 

·  The man who toots his horn the 
loudest is the one who is in the 
fog. 

·  We all admire the wisdom of 
people who ask us for advice. 

·  Beware of the Christian with the 
open mouth and closed 
pocketbook. 

  


