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First Presbyterian Church 
73 West Winter Street, Delaware, OH  43015-1934 

 
Phone:  (740) 363-1205               Fax:  (740) 369-1249 
Website:  www.DelFPC.org      E-mail:  delfirstpres@midohio.twcbc.com 
 
 
 
Pastor:  Rev. Deb Patterson          Director of Christian Education:  Brenda Wilson 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Philip L. Ferguson    Administrative Assistant:  Wenda Smith 
Director of Music:  Ruth Rabby    Organist:  Joseph Musser 
Financial Secretary:  Barbara Ross    Corporate Treasurer:  Laura Frum 
Custodian:  Calvin Bice                        SPIRE Editor:   Nadine Butler 

Sarah Marous, Youth Director 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  Weekdays 9:00 am to Noon and 1:00-4:00 pm; 
Closed Wednesday afternoons 

Bulletin Deadline  . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday at Noon 
 

Newsletter Deadline . . . . . . . . . . . 15 h of each month 
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Dear Friends,  
 
As I write this I am a tad bit under the weather, but I didn't want that to stop me from 
saying wow, what a year we had in 2009.   Thank you for all your faithfulness.   Thank 
you for chipping in and helping when needed. Thank you to all who helped support our 
discretionary ministry which cares for those in need in the community.  
 
I am blessed to work with such a capable and caring staff.   This year they have shown, in 
the midst of our economic downturn, great creativity and generosity while continuing to 
maintain their wonderful sense of humor.  
  
2010 welcomes our 200th year as a congregation.  Plans are in the works for opportunities 
to celebrate not only our past but to look forward to the great promise of our future 
together as a congregation.  We will kick off the year on January 10th, when Rev. Paul 
and Margaret Randall join us for the weekend.  We will be blessed to have Paul preach 
during worship and following Sunday School we will have a sit-down dinner with the 
Randalls. Please plan on joining us.  
  
Also as has been my tradition for the last 6 years, we will on January 3rd receive our 
epiphany stars.  I invite you to pray with your new word.  May it open within you a greater 
understanding of yourself and your God.  
  
May God bless and keep you and those you hold dear now and always.  
  

Faithfully, 
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In honor of the beginning of a third century at First Presbyterian Church, our organist, Joe Musser, 
has composed an anthem, “The Church of Christ in Every Age,” based on Hymn #421 in our hymnal.  
This anthem will be presented by the Chancel Choir as a part of worship on January 10th when our 
official anniversary celebration takes place. 
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January is a good time to join a musical ensemble as we begin preparation of new music for Lent and 
Easter.  Contact Ruth at 369-3254 for information. 
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Again this year a number of people from our church will attend the Conference on Worship and Music 
at Montreat Assembly in North Carolina.  Our usual residence accommodates 21, but there is a new 
house next door which we might be able to rent if there are 16 additional people interested.  Let Ruth 
know of your interest. 
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Bread Pudding 
 
4 cups soft white bread, cubed 
2 cups milk, scalded with 
¼ cup butter 
½ cup sugar 
3 eggs, slightly beaten 
¼ teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
½ teaspoon nutmeg 
½ cup raisins (or more if you like) 
 
Place bread in 1½ quart baking dish. Blend in remaining ingredients. Place baking dish in pan of hot 
water (1 inch deep). Bake at 350 degrees until knife inserted 1 inch comes out clean, about 40-45 
minutes. Serve warm with cream, milk, lemon sauce or rum sauce.   Serves 6. 
 
There are good recipes for lemon or rum sauce in your Joy of Cooking cookbook. 
 
This bread pudding can also be made in a loaf pan, but is more difficult to serve in slices until 
cooled. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  Dempsey will present The Secret Garden  on February 19th and 20th at 7:00 pm 
 

    Delaware Hayes 2010 Musical will be Guys and Dolls ! 
 

Buckeye Valley will be presenting Thoroughly Modern Millie (in March) 
Check your Sunday bulletins for Dates 
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Dear Members, 
 
This little note is to thank so many of you for your kindness and thoughtfulness in helping my family 
and me get through such a difficult time when we lost Richard. 
 
It made a big difference to us all, and your help is a continuing blessing that I treasure. 
 
Thank you so much! 

Sincerely, 
#����!�����#����!�����#����!�����#����!������ ���
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Thank you so much for your generous donation of $250 to Global Village.  We sincerely appreciate the 
contribution.  We are currently planning on using the money to purchase supplies for off-site events that 
enable us to continue our missions of education and awareness within the local community.  Your 
donation is helping to make this goal a reality. 
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We would like to thank all of you who have so generously donated gifts to the Pastor’s Discretionary 
Fund.  Your kindness continues to help so many in need in our community. 
 
Wenda and I see the faces of those struggling every day and your gifts help relieve a bit of their life’s 
burdens. 
 
Thank you! 
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As of November 30, 2009, year-to-date church revenue was $270,702 with expenses of $250,160 
for a bottom line of $20,542.  Actual year-to-date revenue is about $9,000 higher than budgeted 
amounts due to increase in non-pledges and loose offerings. Year-to-date pledges are running 
about $7,000 behind the budgeted amount.   Actual expenses are still about $14,000 less than the 
budgeted amount primarily due to less repair and maintenance costs.  The church had budgeted a 
November year-to-date loss of $2,711.   
 
Our investment accounts finished November up $31,711, with combined balances of $489,639 
compared to $457,928 at the end of October. 
 
The 2009 per capita charge that the church will be paying to Presbytery is $26.30 per member.  
Additionally, the 2010 per capita charge will be $33.31.  Please consider reimbursing the church for 
both amounts.   
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·  Please call the office to schedule use of the building, changes in committee meeting 

dates/times, set-up for special events, etc.  This will help me coordinate all events scheduled 
on the church calendar and avoid any conflicts. 

 
·  Turn down thermostats when rehearsals/meetings are over.   
 
·  Annual report time is drawing near.  Please leave a message on the answering machine if I 

don't answer the phone.  I will get back to you.  Email is also a great way to reach me. 
 
·  Vouchers and bills for purchases should be turned in before the end of the month for 

processing. 
 
·  Church copier use is increasing.  Please call  before coming in to make your copies so I can 

include you on the daily schedule.  As always, Thursday and Friday are reserved for copying of 
the Sunday bulletins and inserts. 
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January 10th  9:45 AM Worship service 

Reverend Paul Randall 
preaches to kick off the year  

Catered Meal @ noon 
 
February 7th              Decadent Desserts 6:00 PM 

T.K. Cellars presentation 
Direct descendent of founding fathers 

 
March 27, 28th         Times to be announced 

Friends of the Groom   
Workshop and performance 

 
April 4th Sunrise Service at the Stone of original church sit e  

Continental Breakfast 
 
May 1 & 2  Historical Tour of Delaware sites 
    Mr. Brent Carson 
 
June 13th  9:45 AM Church service 
           Mr. John Bergen  

His childhood as an FPC minister’s son 
Children’s Moment written by his Father 

 
Most events will also include a Historical Display in the Social Room 
Still looking for more items/pictures … something you could share? 

Contact Steve Shaw shawsdel@aol.com  or 369-8528 
 

(remainder of schedule [July – January] will be printed in our February issue)
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·  Lynn and Dalton Burke:   Phone: 363-0729; Cell (Lynn):  740-971-5675; 280 W. 

William Street; Delaware, OH 43015;  
Email:  lynnmburke@yahoo.com  
����������		
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·  Margaret Phillian;   3708 Lake Michael Ct.; Gretna LA 70056-8325 
 
·  Chuck Stringham’s  correct work phone number is:  614-213-8649 
 
·  Pat Stout :  563 Executive Blvd., Delaware, OH  43015:   
     Email:  trishstout@aol.com:  cell phone number is:  740-816-4547 
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A women’s retreat is being planned for February 5-7th, 2010 in Logan, Ohio.   
 
See Emily Hinton with questions. 
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2009/10 
53rd Anniversary!! 
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Jan 3 Jer. 31:7-14; Ps. 147:12-20; Eph. 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9) 10-18 
Jan 10 Isa. 43:1-7; Ps. 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Jan 17 Isa. 62:1-5; Ps. 36:5-10; 1 Cor. 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 
Jan 24 Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps. 19; 1 Cor. 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 
Jan 31 Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; 1 Cor. 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 
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Please send Bev a note or a card to remind her that we’ve missed seeing her! 
 
   Bev Hinds 
   210 Lexington Blvd. 
   Delaware, OH  43015 �
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Presbees will resume meeting in April.  Jim Jackson will serve as publicity chairman for the group 
beginning in March.   Information regarding meetings will appear both in the newsletter and in your 
Sunday bulletin. 
 
 
 

 
 
      “Never clutch the past so tightly that it leaves your arms unable to  
        embrace the present.  Happy New Year!” 
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Christmas Dinner details will be reported in our February issue. 
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Ladies’ Night Out is held the third Tuesday each month.  Please contact Peggy 
Stringham (369-2750) or Jen Beam (368-8369) for details on the next gathering or 
check your Sunday bulletin for further details.  NOTE:  SCRIP gift cards may be 
purchased for many of our area restaurants. 
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SCRIP cards make great gifts as well as being helpful in your routine shopping/dining.  They are sold in 
the Social Room after Sunday service.  For any questions about the SCRIP program and a list of 
participating vendors please see Emily Hinton or Nancy Baileys. 
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Be a part of the 200th Anniversary of First Presbyterian Church!  The Bicentennial Committee has 
begun sales of commemorative items – beautiful 3D gold ornaments and sun catchers depicting the 
present church building.  A  monthly calendar (11 x 17) featuring pictures of FPC through the years 
has been created -- each month features a different aspect of our church life and activities.  This 
calendar also contains the planned events for our celebratory year.  Order forms will be available in 
the social room following worship and in the office.�
� � �
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·  Paul Kostyu gave an update on FPC sponsored Boy Scout Troop 318.  
 
·  The caterer that has been using the church kitchen is closing his business.  
 
·  As part of the application process, Session VOTED to endorse Ben Shaw as a Youth Advisory delegate to 

General Assembly, representing Scioto Valley Presbytery.  
 
·  Session VOTED to pursue the opportunity for a youth mission trip to Belize and to approve any fund-raising 

related to the trip.  
 
·  Session agreed that a clear vision is needed for FPC.  Ways to achieve this were discussed.  
 
·  The finances of the church were reviewed and discussed.  
  

           Deaths in 2009  

Mary Bossert  January 31  
Pauline Way  May 4  
Dorothy Woodward August 19  
Richard Durham October 9  
Jean Smock  October 22  
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·  After the first of the year, there will be some repair work done to the organ. 
 
·  Working with the fire department to develop an evacuation procedure for the sanctuary 
 
·  There will be a purchase of a DVD recorder to record the service. 
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·  Thanks to all who designated that their Christmas Poinsettia be given to homebound members of our 

congregation. 
 
·  The Deacons used poinsettias to decorate the Willow Brook gathering area during the December Worship 

Service.  They were a lovely addition.  These poinsettias were then delivered to members and guests who 
attended the service. 

 
·  Small donation boxes have been placed next to the copies of “These Days” devotional booklets.  Please 

consider making a small donation to defray the cost of these booklets.  Thank you. 
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·  A bore never runs out of conversation – just listeners. 
·  When you start to look like your passport picture, you need a vacation. 
·  Before giving someone a piece of your mind, ask yourself:  Can I spare 

it? 
·  Always look in the oven before you turn it on. 

·  The one thing you can do better than anyone else is read your own handwriting. 
·  Make three correct consecutive guesses and you will have established yourself as an 

expert. 
·  Flattery is the art of telling people exactly what they think of themselves. 
·  It is hard to believe that a fellow is telling the truth when you know you would lie if you 

were in his place. 
·  Comfortable chairs are worn out through hard use.  Uncomfortable ones become 

antiques. 
·  Cross-eyed teacher:  a teacher who loses control over his or her pupils. 
·  The problem with the gene pool is that there is no lifeguard. 
·  Eagles may soar but weasels aren’t sucked into jet engines. 
·  The best gift for a man who has everything is a burglar alarm. 
·  They have perfected a new aspirin tablet – half aspirin and half glue.  It’s great for 

splitting headaches. 
·  Live your life so the pastor won’t have to lie at your funeral. 
·  Don’t worry about being average.  You’re as close to the top as you are to the bottom. 
·  I never repeat gossip so listen the first 

time. 
·  Horse sense is what keeps horses 

from betting on what people will do. 
·  Never forget that you are part of the 

people who can be fooled part of the 
time. 

·  A hypochondriac can’t leave being 
well enough alone. 

·  If you got everything you wanted, 
where would you put it? 

·  When man figured out he could not 
live by bread alone, he invented the 
sandwich. 

·  Jesus loves you, but I’m his favorite. 


